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CURRENT LEGAL PERIODICALS AND 
BOOK REVIEWS. 



A Treatise on the Powee of Taxation^ State and PedeeaLj 
IN THE United States. By Feedeeick N. Judson, of the 
St. Louis Bar. Pp. xxiii + 868. Price, $6.00. Net. St. Louis : 
The F. H. Thomas Law Book Company. 1903. 

The writer of this volume is the author of "The Law and Prac- 
tice of Taxation in Missouri," and is well known to lawyers and 
economists as the chairman of the National Conference on Taxa- 
tion, held in Buffalo in 1901. 

"It is the aim of this work to show the limitations of the tax- 
ing power of the state and federal government." 

One is compelled to look upon the subject of taxation from 
two viewpoints: First, what ought the state to tax? Second, 
what can the state tax? The former is an economic question 
and is treated in such works as Professor Adams' book on "Fi- 
nance." The latter is a legal question and it is with this phase 
of the problem that Mr. Judson's work deals. There are books 
which treat of taxation in the individual states, and others which 
discuss parts of the subject, but the time seems ripe for a gen- 
eral exhaustive work upon the whole subject. How far the state 
can interfere, through taxation, with matters under the federal 
jurisdiction, is a live question. Under this heading is discussed, 
what constitutes an interference with interstate and foreign 
commerce by the exercise of the state taxing power. 

The author cites the authorities for propositions advanced 
by him and many of the leading cases are discussed at length. 
The book is well paragraphed, with headings in black type, and 
has a good index. These mechanical features of construction 
make the book valuable for quick reference. J. H. R. A. 



A FOEMULARY OF CiVIL PeOCEDUEE CONTAINING THE FORMS 

Used in Civil Proceedings befoee the Subreme Court, 
the couet of appeal and the disteict couets of the 
State of Louisiana. Compiled by Alfeed Howell Flbm- 
MiNG, A. M., LL. B. Pp. 478. New Orleans. 1903. 

The above work by Mr. Flemming is not confined in its use- 
fulness to the field occupied by most local form books. Beyond 
being a source of information as to Louisiana practice, this work 
affords to the student of Comparative Law a source of informa- 
tion most unique ; for in Louisiana we have the border land be- 
tween the two great law systems of the world. The practice of the 
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^^2 BOOK REVIEWS. 

law as developed in the Commonwealth of Louisiana is the evo- 
lution during one hundred years of the civil law under common 
law environment. What self-government has here evolved may 
well be a guide for the government of our islands so recently 
come from under civil law jurisdiction. For the practitioner in 
Louisiana this work wiii be an invaluable aid. The forms pre- 
sented are carefully selected. The field of civil practice is thor- 
oughly covered. In addition to the forms the work contains the 
rules of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, the rules of the Civil 
District Court for the parish of Orleans, a list of fees and 
costs in the several courts, a list of legal holidays in Louisiana, 
and the acts relating to the duties and powers of clerks of the 
District Courts. The arrangement of the various forms is such 
that for ready reference the practitioner is dependent on the 
index. The lack of thorough alphabetic arrangement in the 
index is therefore a matter which calls for criticism. 

J. G. K. 



The Teeatisb on Specific Perfoemancb of Contracts. By 
Rt. Hon. Sie Edward Fey. Fourth Edition by William 
Donaldson Rawlins, K. C. Pp. 685. London : Stephens & 
Sons. 1893. 

The name of W. D. Rawlins, K. C, has been connected with 
Fry's Specific Performance since the appearance of the second 
edition in 1881. In that edition several chapters and parts of 
the work were practically rewritten by Mr. Rawlins, although of 
course in consultation with Justice Fry. For the present edition 
Mr. Rawlins is alone responsible. All the English cases of the 
last ten years have been inserted, the number of newly cited 
cases being upwards of three hundred. The fact of Mr. Rawlins' 
intimate association with the prior editions of the work has 
enabled him to place the new cases in their proper connection 
with the text. Therefore this edition is of greater value than the 
last edition with which Mr. Justice Fry had anything to do. 
This is perhaps the greatest praise which can be given to a new 
edition of an old work where the new edition has not been care- 
fully prepared by the original author. Usually, when one who 
has not written a law book attempts to put in new eases, he 
inserts them in places where they have just enough connection 
with the text to confuse the person who refers to them for the 
purpose of illustrating the author's meaning. 

The Voluntary Conveyance Act, 1893, the Married Women 
Property Act of the same year, and in some degree the Trustees 
Act, 1893, the Merchants' Shipping Act, 1894, and the Land 
Transfer Act, 1897, have necessitated modifications of the text. 
These modifications are written by the editor solely from the 
point of view of an Englishman writing for English lawyers. 



